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Abstract:

	The presentation examines the development of the ‘ecosystem approach to the management of human activities’ (EAM) as the overarching policy and management concept for conserving healthy and sustainable marine ecosystems, and the goods and services they provide for humanity in the European Regional Seas.

We follow the joint origin of the EAM and the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change from the 1992 UN Conference on Environment and Development (‘Rio Earth Summit’), and their underpinning by the Precautionary Principle and the Polluter Pays Principle. With reference to the European Regional Seas, and especially the Baltic Sea, the international ‘instruments’ (e.g. conventions, agreements, guidelines) concerning management of the coastal and offshore marine environment and its living resources are summarily reviewed, and attention drawn to the increasing emphasis being placed on the EAM as the guiding concept for their application.

The 2002 North Sea Ministerial Declaration (5th International Conference on the Protection of the North Sea) adopted and outlined, for the first time in the European Regional Seas, the general framework necessary for developing and implementing the EAM. The EAM framework was subsequently incorporated for application in all the European Regional Seas, including the Baltic Sea, and is central in elaborating and operationalizing the European Union’s (EU) primary marine management and policy instruments, i.e. the Water Framework Directive, the Marine Strategy Framework Directive and the integrated Maritime Policy.
The main components of the EAM framework for conserving ecosystem health are examined, including the role of an overarching ‘vision’, setting of a suite of ecological quality objectives including targets and limits, the monitoring and integrated assessment of indicators of change, and management/regulation of human activities causing detrimental effects. With respect to the Baltic Sea, the main management forums applying the EAM are basically outlined, i.e. HELCOM for ‘environmental’ management, and the EU (Common Fisheries Policy) and Russia for bilateral management of fisheries. Finally, the simple, generic ways in which climate change may be addressed across all relevant marine-related sectors by mitigation and adaptation are noted, and the importance of ‘linking science and policy’ is emphasized for enhancing Baltic Sea management in a more strategic, medium- to long-term perspective.


Course work focus for students:

"How should the HELCOM Baltic Sea Action Plan aim to fully manifest & integrate the 'climate change dimension' into its operations?"

Disposition of contents for lecture and manuscript:
1.
Introduction and objectives of the presentation
2.
1992 ‘Rio Earth Summit’: Parent of the ‘ecosystem approach’ and mitigating climate change
2.1
1992 UN Conference on Environment and Development (‘Rio Earth Summit’)
2.2
1992 UN Framework Convention on Climate Change, Kyoto and beyond
3.
International ‘instruments’ concerning management of the offshore and coastal environments
4.
Conserving healthy and sustainable ecosystems: The key policy and management aim
4.1
The Precautionary Principle and the Polluter Pays Principle
4.2
The Ecosystem Approach to Management and the 2002 Bergen North Sea Ministerial Declaration
4.2.1
Ecosystem Approach: Paradigm shift towards sustainability of ecosystem goods and services
4.2.2
The 2002 Ministerial Conference on the North Sea and its aftermath in the European regional seas
4.2.3
Major European ‘instruments’: Water Framework Directive, Marine Strategy Framework Directive and Maritime Policy
4.3
The EAM Framework: The vision, setting ecological objectives, monitoring and assessing indicators of change, and management/regulation of causes
4.4
Baltic Sea management: HELCOM, EU and Russia
4.4.1
‘Environment’: HELCOM and the BSAP - Forum for all Baltic Sea countries
4.4.2
Fisheries: The EU (CFP) meets Russia in bilateral agreements
4.5
How does climate change policy and management get integrated into this? 
4.5.1
Mitigation
4.5.2
Adaptation
5.
The importance of linking science and policy, and use of ‘scenarios and outlooks’ for envisaging potential futures
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