The Syndicate Exercise

Updating the Baltic Sea Action Plan to take account of climate change.

The Preamble to the BSAP states that “climate change will have a significant impact on the Baltic Sea ecosystem requiring even more stringent actions in the future” however the Plan does not tell us what these significant impacts will be or how they will affect the proposed measures for the achievement of “good environmental status”.

Please consider how climate change may affect the objectives, targets, monitoring etc. set out in the Plan and advise on how the Plan should be altered or extended in order to take climate change into account.
Your advice should be short (one page) and should be written for the policy experts who prepared the BSAP (i.e. you can assume that they understand the science and are familiar with the issues). You are not writing for Ministers or for the general public. Although the BSAP specifies various fairly short time scales for implementation (e.g. 2021) you may consider the climate impacts over a longer timescale than this (e.g. to 2100).
Please discuss this exercise and let us know if you have any question or require clarification. We will have a ½ hour discussion of progress on Thursday (time to be decided). For the final presentation on the last day you are asked to prepare a 15 minute Powerpoint presentation in addition to your short written advice.  Chris Hopkins will be attending the final presentations as the recipient of your advice.
Background material

1. Much of the material used on the course is relevant.  Please use any of it, but also make your own judgement about what you think is relevant.

2. The BACC report and other papers and reports dealing with Baltic climate

3. Willows, R.I. and Connell, R.K. (Eds.). (2003). Climate adaptation: Risk, uncertainty and decision-making. UKCIP Technical Report. UKCIP, Oxford.
Parts of this may give you ideas or help you with structuring your thoughts.
