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• The county administrative boards were appointed 
to coordinate the adaptation to climate change in 
Sweden, 25 million Skr per year, 2009-2011

• SMHI 2 million Skr per year, 2010-2012

A coordinated 
climate and 
energy policy

En sammanhållen klimat- och energipolitik 
2008/09:162
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The County Administrative Boards
What are their needs?
What do they know about climate change and adaptation?

What role do we want to have?
How can we assist in a constructive way?
What do we need to know about our endusers?

Bengt Rydell, SGI Sten Bergström, SMHI Lennart Larsson, SMHI
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Autumn 2008

Tour around in Sweden with 
visits at each County 
Administrative Board

Talks on climate change and 
adaptation

Seminars 2009, 2010 and 2011

Invited the County Adminstrative 
Boards and the National Authorities

Formed the seminars in dialogue with 
the regional coordinator of adaptation

Informal meetings with each new 
coordinator



Change in need of support and information

2008 Education on climate change 
High quality data, extreme weather warnings, 
Support in mapping vulnerable areas, analysing risks, sea level 

2010 Shift to more specific topics – How does climate models work?
Coordinated efforts for adaptation, water quality, planning, health 

2011 Education in climate change, impact, vulnerability and adaptation 
SMHI reference group on climate information products
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Creating and maintaining dialogue
Talks and seminars

Proof reading of texts
Reference group

Cooperation with other national authorities
Daily/weekly/monthly personal interaction

From science to decisions



Climate Information 
smhi.se

Graphs per county
Graphs per larger regions
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Climate Information 
smhi.se

Graphs per county
Graphs per larger regions

Scenarios: A2, B2, A1B
Historical values

Singel model run
Ensemble of 9 model runs

Yearly, seasonally

Indices – growing season, 
snowcover etc

Data to download
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How do we best communicate 
climate scenarios?

What about uncertainties?

How do we best prepare for the 
communication of the new model 
results?



Other actors/networks
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www.klimatanpassning.se



Inventory:
31 st National authorities
74 activities were found
8 networks 

Conclusions:

Definitions of words are important 
adaptation
vulnerability
mitigation 
sustainable development
disaster risk reduction
sensitivity 
exposure 
risk
uncertainty
climate scenario …

Coordination of adaptation in Sweden
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Communicating Uncertainties 
workshop in Stockholm November 2011

(Mis‐)use of uncertainty in decision making 

Uncertainties in practice: policy application / the supply side

Is provision of probabilistic information worth the trouble?

Visualization of uncertainty information.
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Reflections on the dialogue

The county administrative boards have their own informal network
Working together with the other networks on adaptaion

Prerequisites


 
Small country


 

Easy to make quick decisions


 
Support from head of each county


 

Cooperation with industry 
to some extent
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Reflections on the dialogue

Improvements concern…

o Internal dialogue
o Vulnerable network  - depends on key persons
o Hard to keep up with external demands
o Good cooperation between SGI and SMHI – could 

include more authorities
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Reflections on the dialogue
Challenges – Adaptation
Does Sweden have a national strategy for adaptation or not?

Challenges – Dialogue
• Financial support of coordinators until end of 2011, maybe 2012 

– change of contact persons?
• Development of www.klimatanpassning.se
• Communicating new climate scenarios
• New large target group – the local planners

http://www.klimatanpassning.se/


2011 04 31 Carin Nilsson and Erik Engström

Thank you!

Carin.Nilsson@smhi.se
Erik.Engström@smhi.se
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