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BONUS+ Call
• Focus ’ Ecosystem approach to 

management’
• 149 Letters of Intent, with 189 M€ applied
• Two phase evaluation
• 16 projects selected in June 2008, 
• total ca. 22 M€, 
• 2/3 by national funding agencies, 1/3 by 

EU ERANET+
• Success rate ca. 11 %





Documents

BONUS-169 Baltic Sea Science Plan and Implementation Strategy // 2006
BONUS EEIG ACTION PLAN 2008-2011 (-2016) // prefinal draft 2008

2008: Start of the Programme
2009: Clustering
2010: Dialogue with the stakeholders, preparation of Calls to be launched, 

beginning of article 169
2011: Management the First Call, opening of the Second Call

BONUS-169 Strategic Research Agenda // prefinal draft 2008

Activities
• commitments by countries on participation
• dialogue with IAEG (Impact Assessment Expert Group) and COM
• reiteration of some aspects of the proposal
• submission and approval by COM and EP

Progress towards BONUS-169
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BONUS-169 in support of European 
Policies

• ERA
• Joint Programming
• European Maritime Policy and its Marine Environment 

Strategy
– HELCOM Baltic Sea Action Plan

• Marine and Maritime Research Strategy
• Neighbourhood Policy
• Northern Dimension Policy
• Baltic Sea Strategy
• Common Fisheries Policy (CFP)
• Common Agriculture Policy (CAP)
• Water Framework Directive



ESMMR

Climate change and 
the oceans

Impact of human 
activities on coastal 

and marine 
ecosystems and their 

management

Ecosystem approach 
to resource 

management and 
spatial planning

Marine biodiversity 
and biotechnology

Continental margin 
and deep sea

Operational 
oceanography and 
marine technology

Exploitation of marine 
renewable energy 

resources

Linking science and policy

2) Understanding 
climate change and  
geophysical forcing

3) Combating eutro-
phication

5) Preventing 
pollution

4) Achieving 
sustainable fisheries

7) Integrating 
ecosystem and 

society

6) Protecting 
biodiversity

8) Strenghtening
collaboration and use 
of common resources

Biotechnology not covered 
by BONUS-169

Not relevant to the Baltic 

Not covered by BONUS-169

Eutrophication
segment

Hazardous 
substances segment

Biodiversity and 
nature conservation 

segment

Awareness rising and 
capacity building

Maritime activities 
segment

D
ev

el
op

m
en

t o
f  

A
ss

es
sm

en
t t

oo
ls

 &
 

m
et

ho
do

lo
gi

es

ESMMR BONUS-169 HELCOM BSAP

Capacity building, 
integration, synergies

1) Linking Science and Policy

Marine technology not covered 
by BONUS-169

European level 
Research Strategy

Regional Seas Research 
Programme

SCIENCE
Regional Seas Management

Action Plan

POLICY



Activities of BONUS-169
1. Calls to the scientific community that will refer to 

specified topics originating strategically from the 
BONUS-169 Science Plan and Implementation 
Strategy.

2. Synthesizing and disseminating research outputs for 
better bridging the gap between science and users.

2. Conferences and workshops linked to networking and 
coordinating the region’s nationally funded research. 

4. Educating and training new generations of young 
scientists.

5. Ensuring the development, visibility and sustainability
of the Joint Baltic Sea Research Programme and 
promoting the transfer of its achievements to other



BONUS-169 Draft Strategic
Research Agenda

• - Theme 2 „Understanding climate change 
and geophysical forcing”.

(3) Developing and applying innovative 
observation strategies, and operational 
forecasting and modelling systems.

All studies must take into account the dynamic change of 
natural forcing on the Baltic Sea ecosystem including its 
drainage basin. 

Support to innovation in operational oceanography 
observation and data management tools must be 
encouraged, especially with regards of operational 
forecasting of the extreme events and man-made 



BONUS-169 Draft Strategic 
Research Agenda

• - Theme 3 “Combating eutrophication”
(2) Effects and consequences of 

eutrophication in the system.
Most of the contemporary models have difficulties in 

assimilating the knowledge and uncertainty of how 
nutrient enrichment influences marine productivity.



BONUS-169 Draft Strategic 
Research Agenda

• Theme 4 “Achieving sustainable fisheries”
(1) Developing the scientific basis for 

implementing the ecosystem approach 
to fisheries management.

Emphasis shall be put on multispecies approach, and 
investigation of ecological role of fish populations in the 
Baltic ecosystem.

The real research challenges are to assess the indirect 
social value of fisheries, to shift from single- to multi-
species projections, and to improve the understanding of 
the ecological role of fish populations in the Baltic Sea 
ecosystem. 



BONUS-169 Draft Strategic 
Research Agenda

• Theme 5 “Protecting biodiversity”.
(2) Conservation of habitats and their 

associated species and communities.
There are lot of unclear questions concerning protection of 

habitats: e.g. lack of reliable high resolution coastal and 
offshore habitat maps, lack of scientific evidence to 
achieve consensus on meaningful protective regimes 
and zones of MPAs, issues related to the minimal size, 
necessary overall percentage of areas under protection, 
buffer zones, connecting corridors etc. This key research 
issue is also strongly linked to Marine Spatial Planning.



BONUS-169 Draft Strategic 
Research Agenda

• Theme 7 “Integrating ecosystem and 
society”

(4) Developing the scientific basis for 
improving governance of the Baltic Sea 
ecosystem. 

One of the present actualities is developing of scientific 
basis and institutional/governance instruments to 
achieve full cross-sectoral cooperation with regards 
sustainable use of marine services and goods. 

Another ‘horizontal’ research priority is studies supporting 
Marine Spatial Planning (MSP) in the Baltic. The need to 
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For discussion

The Tentative Action Plan and Baltic Sea Science Plan

• do not show a sufficient evidence of European Added Value
• appear to be entirely science driven, not policy driven
• links to industry and contacts with other European sea basins have 
been limited
• focuses almost exclusively on marine research
• “drainage basin” approach for the Baltic Sea not developed enough

The Indicative Financial Plan

• “fresh” money plus “in-kind” and “in-kind infrastructure” contributions 
appear small to reach the critical mass

Some criticism by IAEG to BONUS-169



Need to address cross-sectorial issues
challenges and problems

169 allows only competed funding based on calls

For discussion
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